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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). In no event however, may a reply be timely filed 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Fillion et al. (USPN 6341029) in view of JP (3-124385) and Mosavi et al. (USPN 

6,252,195). 

Fillion et al. discloses a laser apparatus in which the system has an acoustic 
optical element, which imparts vibrations to the laser beam. As the beam vibrating 
means for vibrating the beam, an acoustic optical modulator can be used in the case of 
laser beams and a deflecting coil in the case of electron beams. The vibrations may be 
in the range of 1-1000 Hz. 

Although an optical modulator is taught the actual lens is not. In addition a 
surgical needle workpiece is not taught. 

JP ('385) discloses the use of a vibrating mirror or focusing lens in a laser 
processing system. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to use a vibrating lens as taught by JP ('385) in the Fillion et al. system 
because it is merely a design variation and rearrangement of parts is known in the art. 
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Mosavi et al. discloses forming holes in a surgical needle using an Nd-YAG laser. 
High-energy laser pulses form a blind hole in the proximal end of a surgical needle. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to make surgical needles, as taught by Mosavi et al., in the Fillion et al. 
system because the vibrational system ensures a high quality bore hole. 

The rearrangement of parts was held to have been obvious. In re Japikse 86 
USPQ 70. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims have been considered but are moot 
in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. See US PTO-892. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to M. Alexandra Elve whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1 173. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:30-3:00 Monday to Friday. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Pat Ryan can be reached on 571-272-1292. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



March 19, 2007. 




M. Alexandra Elve 
Primary Examiner 1725 



